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lurking beneath that unpropitiating exterior pervaded the
minds of the spectators, who almost refrained from expressing
an admiration they could not satisfactorily explain to them-
selves. Bouffe" had never heard of her, and the big voice, the
scraggy figure, the unaffected, simple intonation, the calm,
quiet dignity, beneath which lay an extraordinary depth of
passion, impressed him strangely.
"What an odd little girl!" said he; "there is something
in her, certes, but her place is not here."
A far more important critic than the preceding one also
gave his opinion of the play and of the actress. The feuilkton
of the Debate of May 1st, 1837, contained the following:
" The little drama (' La Vende'enne') is simply but clearly
written. The empire and La Vende'e, the republic and the
monarchy, all parties and all persons, are handled with such,
tact as to give offense to none, and numerous stumbling-blocks
nicely avoidedt But the production of a drama was not the
sole object the author had in view; the success of his heroine
was to entail the success of a new-comer on the stage, a child
of scarcely fifteen summers, of the name of Rachel. This
child, thank Heaven, is not a phenomenon, and will never be
cried tip as a wonder. Eachel has soul, heart, intellect, and
very little skill. She possesses an intuitive perception of the
feeling she is to express, and her intellect suffices to under-
stand it She needs lessons and advice from no one. In her
acting there is no effort, no exaggeration; she utters no
screams, makes no gestures; there is nothing like coquetry in
her countenance or manners ; on the contrary, there is some-
thing abrupt, bold, and savage in the attitude, walk, and look
—such is RacheL This child, whose instinct tells her what
is truth in art, dresses with scrupulous attention to local cos-
tumes ; her voice is harsh and untutored like that of a child;
her hands-are red like those of a child; her foot, like her
hand, is scarcely shaped yet; she is not pretty, yet she pleases;
ia a word, there is a great future in this young talent, and for
the present she excites tears, emotion, and interest."
The above judgment is curious, inasmuch as, though on
the whole very favorable to Rachel, it contains a sentence
wholly and positively contradicted by the writer himself with-

